ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES BISHAMPTON 2016
(Registered charity number: 1149912)
The following served as trustees during the year with all trustees and officers re-appointed at the AGM held
on 11th April 2016. No new trustees were appointed during the year.
Dr Ian Hughes (Chairman)
Mr Eric Carter (Treasurer & Secretary)
Mrs Wendy Wiggett
Mr Howard Morrish
Mrs Lesley Miller
Mrs Geraldine Stapley
The objective of the charity is to enable the restoration, preservation, repair, maintenance,
improvement and development of St James Church, Bishampton.
The charity received £3,701 in donations over the year of which £2,700 were from regular standing orders
representing a slight fall from last year. A sum of £108 was raised in memory of Mr Frank Stephens which is
to be used in improving the church pathways. £702 was recovered from HMRC as “Gift Aided” donations
made in 2015.
A number of fund raising events generated,after expenses, a further £2,716 which represents a fall of 19%
over 2015 partially because the Harvest Supper was arranged by and solely for the benefit of the Parochial
Church Council (PCC).
The Give as You Live scheme raised £86 but still has the potential to raise much more if the membership
pool could be increased.
The Friends obtained commitment of a grant from Welcome to Our Future of £9,000 towards work on
improving and repairing the churchyard paths which will be forthcoming on completion of the work. A further
£6,780 towards the project has been agreed by the Friends of which £312 has been paid for administration
and a display plaque (conditions set by Welcome to Our Future). Whilst it was hoped that this work would be
finished in 2016 delays by the contractor has meant that it will not now be completed until February 2017.
A further £312 was paid to John Taylor & Co. for inspection of the bells in the church. Some necessary
remedial works were identified for which the Friends have agreed to contribute £1,500 through the PCC.
At the AGM it became evident that the PCC had outstanding architects fees associated with the construction
of the facilities building. Whilst these were not within the scope of the funds agreed with the Friends for the
project, the PCC had been under pressure to progress the work in order to obtain the associated grants and
the architects had been kind enough to defer payment. As these monies were still outstanding the Friends
agreed to assist the PCC by making three payments of £600 each to the PCC on 1 st January 2017, 1st June
2017 and 1st January 2018.
At 31 December 2016, the Friends held £11,638 in the bank and as cash (with allowance made for an
unpresented cheque of £17) of which £1,207 is restricted to pathway renovation and building repair and from
which £1,000 will be held as a reserve to cover the organisation of events etc.
Eric Carter, Treasurer

